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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
BEFORE THE DIRECTOR

IN THE MATTER OF THE CENTRAL
ARIZONA GROUNDWATER
REPLENISHMENT DISTRICT’S PLAN

DECISION AND ORDER
DETERMINING THAT PLAN OF
OPERATION IS CONSISTENT
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OF OPERATION FOR THE TUCSON WITH ACHIEVING THE

ACTIVE MANAGEMENT AREA MANAGEMENT GOAL OF THE

SUBMITTED ON DECEMBER 30, 2024 TUCSON ACTIVE
MANAGEMENT AREA

L. INTRODUCTION

On December 30, 2024, the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District
(“CAGRD”), a division of the Central Arizona Water Conservation District (“CAWCD?”),
submitted to the Arizona Department of Water Resources (“Department”) its 2025 Plan of
Operation (“Plan”) pursuant to A.R.S. § 45-576.02(C)(2). The Plan describes the activities that
CAGRD proposes to undertake for the Phoenix, Pinal, and Tucson Active Management Areas
(“AMAS”) during the 100 years following submission of the Plan. By letters dated February 28 and
July 1, 2025, the Department determined there was not sufficient information to determine whether
the Plan would be consistent with the management goals of the AMAs and requested additional
information. CAGRD responded to those requests on May 21 and September 9, 2025, respectively,
with revised versions of the Plan. In accordance with A.R.S. § 45-576.03(K), the Department held
public hearings on the Plan in Pinal and Tucson on October 9, 2025, and in Phoenix on October 10,
2025. The hearing record remained open until October 17, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. for the submission of

written comments.

The Director of the Department (“Director”) is required by A.R.S. § 45-576.03(M) to issue
a decision for each of the three AMAs determining whether the Plan is consistent with achieving
the management goal of each respective AMA. The Director must include findings with the decision
and a summary of all public comments received in writing and made at the public hearings held

with respect to this matter. As provided in A.R.S. § 45-576.03(N), the Director must determine

















































Table 6.1
Available AMA Storage Capacity

2025 2030 2035 2040 2044

Capacily Avallable 336,901 336,901 336,901 336,901 336,901

Phoenix AMA CAGRD Obligation 36,900 48,400 55,700 64,900 70,500
Excess Capacity 300,001 288,501 281,201 272,001 266,401
Capacity Avallable 221,214 221,214 221214 221,214 221,214

Pinal AMA CAGRD Obligation 550 1,240 2,940 4,140 4,940
220,664 219,974 218,274 217,074 216,274

Capacity Available 55,138 55,138 55,138 55,138 55,138

Tucson AMA CAGRD Obligation 3,500 6,700 8,700 9,500 9,900

Excess Capacity 51,638 48,438 46438 45,638 45,238



