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24-Month Study

The 24-Month Study projects out Colorado River system conditions for 2 years using:
• Previous end-of-month reservoir elevations
• Considers three hydrologic scenarios – minimum, most and maximum
• Water demands
• Operating policies

• Two important months
• April - conclusion of the snow accumulation season, when an accurate projection of runoff can be determined
• August - runoff period has fully concluded and storage contents in the reservoirs are fully known
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August 24-Month Study
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End of Calendar Year 2022 Projections
August 2022 24-Month Study Most Probable Inflow 

Scenario
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Tier zero

Tier 1
Tier 2a

Tier 2c

Tier 2d

Tier 2e

Tier 3

2023 Reductions+ 
ContributionsTier 2b
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CAP Contributions in Shortage: 2023
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This year is different
• May - Lake Powell protection Actions 

• Reduce Powell releases to 7.0 MAF for WY 2022 

• Increase Flaming Gorge releases by 500 KAF

• June - The Commissioner identified protection volumes in June 2022 (2-4 MAF/year above 
Tier Reductions) considering the dire conditions.  

• August - Deadline for the Basin States to develop a plan or implement actions prescribed 
by the Secretary.

• August - Reclamation announcements in addition to 24 MS:
• Explore their Authorities to implement Protection Volumes

• Engage with the Basin States to identify voluntary actions in 2023

• Initiate conversations with Mexico
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Key Takeaways
• The drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin has persisted 

for over 22 years and the storage in Lakes Mead and Powell have 
declined

• Since 2014, Arizona has left more than 2.6 maf in Lake Mead to 
protect the system

• Lake Mead will operate in a Tier 2a shortage condition in 2023. 
Arizona will take a reduction of 592 KAF in 2023

• All the conservation and mandatory reductions have not been 
enough in the face of the multidecade drought. We will likely see 
deeper reductions in the coming years


