
|

questions@cap-az.com
| WATER QUALITY GUIDANCE DOCUMENT BRIEFING |  11.23.201

mailto:questions@cap-az.com


|

questions@cap-az.com
2 WATER QUALITY GUIDANCE DOCUMENT BRIEFING|  11.23.20

Background
• Water Transmission Group

• Formed in 2018
• Expanded CAP Water Quality Program

• Increased sampling 
• Water quality website
• Data management 
• CAWCD System-wide water quality model
• Improved collaboration and communication 

with CAP Water Users
https://www.cap-az.com/departments/water-
operations/water-quality
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Overview
• Article 12.1, System Use Agreement

• Water Quality Guidance Document
• April 23, 2020 posting

• April 26, 2020 Briefing 
• 90 day comment period (June 23, 2020)

• 10 Entities responded

& 
HVWP
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• Initial Analysis (Section 3)
• Laboratory Licensing

• Operational Monitoring (Section 4)
• Monitoring Frequency

• Appendix A 
• EPA Test Method
• Method Reporting Limit (MRL)

• Technical Team
• Water Transmission and Black and Veatch

Public Comments 
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• Summary
• August 6 – 16, September 23
• Stakeholders, CAP, Reclamation, Black and Veatch
• Tribal engagement

• Approach 
• Dialogue between groups
• Feedback on proposed language 

Technical Meetings 
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DRAFT - Water Quality Guidance Document
Sections
1. Definitions
2. Introduction
3. Initial Analysis
4. Operational Monitoring
5. Reporting/Communication
6. Enforcement
7. Indemnification and Revisions

Appendix A
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• Review each Section

• Pause for comments between Sections

• questions@cap-az.com

• Focus on key changes

Revisions – Water Quality Guidance Document 
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Section 1 - Definitions
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• 2.1 – CAP Water Quality
• 2.2 – Transportation of Non-Project Water
• 2.3 – Establishment of Water Quality Standards
• 2.4 – Environmental Review
• 2.5 – Guidance Document Status 

Section 2 Introduction 
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Section 2.1
Page 4
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Section 2.3
Page 5
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• 3.1 – Purpose
• 3.2 – Applicant Permitting
• 3.3 – Applicant Financial Requirements
• 3.4 – Water Quality Analysis

Section 3 Initial Analysis
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Section 3
Page 7-8
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Section 3
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Section 3
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Section 3
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• 4.1 – Purpose
• 4.2 – Sampling Protocols
• 4.3 – Sampling Frequency

Section 4 Operational Monitoring
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Section 4 
Page 13-14
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Section 4
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Section 4
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• 5.1 – Purpose
• 5.2 – Requirements

Section 5. Reporting/Communications
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• 6.1 – Purpose
• 6.2 – Compliance with Introduction Standards
• 6.3 – Narrative Water Quality Standards
• 6.4 – Reporting of Exceedances
• 6.5 – Variance

Section 6. Enforcement
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Section 6.2
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Section 6.3
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Section 6.3
Page 21

WATER QUALITY GUIDANCE DOCUMENT BRIEFING|  11.23.20

mailto:questions@cap-az.com


|

questions@cap-az.com
WATER QUALITY GUIDANCE DOCUMENT BRIEFING|  11.23.2031

• Numeric Criteria 
• Table A-1, A-2, A-3
• Method Reporting Limit
• EPA Test Methods
• CAP 5 Year Average

Appendix A
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• Table A-1 CAP Priority Constituents
• Constituents identified by stakeholders
• Introduction and Delivery Standards for 25 constituents
• Additional 19 constituents to be characterized

• Table A-2 Constituents
• Constituents that have rarely if never been found in the CAP system

• Table A-3 Constituents
• No requirement to test for these contaminants at this time

Appendix A
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• Method Reporting Limit 
• Align with industry? 

• Table A-1 Characterized Constituents 
• 19 Constituents
• Concentration in CAP water supply 
• Regional groundwater and surface water?

Appendix A
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• Table A-1 Characterize List
• 19 Constituents were not previously characterized

• Introduction Standards
• Delivery Standards

• Reporting Limit Surveys
• ADHS Licensed Laboratory MRLs
• California DDW DLRs

• Potential Non-Project Water Quality
• Potential regional Non-Project groundwater supplies
• Potential regional Non-Project surface water supplies

Black & Veatch Scope
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• Method Reporting Limits
• Lowest analyte concentration determined with statistical accuracy
• Laboratory specific values

• Analytical method
• Analytical instrumentation
• Analyst experience

• ADHS Licensed Laboratory Survey
• Market survey of 82 currently licensed environmental laboratories
• Table A-1 and Table A-2 constituents
• MRLs provided by 15 respondents statistically analyzed

Method Reporting Limits (MRLs)
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• USGS – NWIS
• 19 Table A-1 

Priority 
Constituents

• 59 wells within 2 
miles of the CAP 
Canal

• 46 wells in other 
select areas

• Data from 1970 to 
present included

• Statistical analysis 
performed

Potential Non-Project Groundwater Supplies
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• SRP Data
• Salt and Verde River 

supplies
• Combined Supply
• January 2000 to 

October 2020
• 16 Table A-1 Priority 

Constituents
• Statistical analysis 

performed

Potential Non-Project Surface Water Supplies
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CAP Characterization Process
Historical 
CAP Water 
Quality Data

Updated 
Laboratory 
MRLs

Regulatory 
Standards

Potential Non-
Project Water 
Quality Data

Specific 
Stakeholder 
Input

CAP WQ 
Modeling

Feasibility

Introduction 
Standards

Delivery 
Standards
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October 26 – Posted revised document

November 23 – Today’s Briefing

January 24, 2021 – 90-day comment period ends

https://www.cap-az.com/departments/planning/service-area-planning/cap-
system-use-agreement/sua-water-quality-guidance-document

Next Steps
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